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QR Global Challenges Research Fund AY 2019-20 
 
Guidance notes 
 
UEL is in receipt of a new QR GCRF allocation of £136,241 for academic year 2019-20 aimed 
to support ODA-compliant research that directly addresses specific development challenges 
faced by a country in the ‘global south’ (a so-called “developing country”).  
 
This allocation shall be used according to ODA principles: “working with, and supporting 
development within, countries and territories on the Development Assistance Committee’s (DAC) 

list of ODA recipients”. Any benefits to our institution, the UK and other developed countries 

must be secondary considerations. Please see the UKRI GCRF page for further information 
about the GCRF programme.  
 
This guidance aims to establish a set of clear rules for distribution of this year’s QR GCRF 
allocation following an internal call for proposals run by ReDS and steered by Professor Verity 
Brown, PVC for Impact and Innovation and the Directors of Research.  
 
The call for proposals is open to all researchers (including developing researchers) at UEL 

and applicants are encouraged to seek advice from previous award holders. Previous GCRF 

projects are listed in Annex 2.  

Indicative timetable:  

Activity Date 

Launch of call for proposals 6/11/2019 

Submission deadline 25/11/2019 

Funding decisions Early December 2019 

 

Application submission process 

All applicants must complete and return the application form in Annex 1 at reds@uel.ac.uk to 

be considered for funding. The submission deadline is 5pm, Monday 25th November 2019.  

You must seek authorization from your Dean of School before submitting your application. 

Applications which are not approved at School level will not be considered for review.  

All applicants must spend the allocated funding in full by 31st July 2020.  

 
Eligibility criteria 
 
Applications that demonstrate a collaborative and interdisciplinary approach will be favoured.  
 
We will require applicants to demonstrate that all proposed activities are ODA eligible and 
explain how their research projects fit into UEL GCRF strategy  
 
To be ODA compliant, all QR GCRF activity must directly and primarily address the 
economic and social problems faced by developing countries on the OECD’s DAC list.  
 
 
 

https://re.ukri.org/research/global-challenges-research-fund/
mailto:reds@uel.ac.uk
https://re.ukri.org/documents/gcrf/gcrfoda/UniversityofEastLondon-pdf/
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Proposals should clearly outline the specific development issues addressed and why the 
challenges are relevant to the specific DAC list countries partnered with for the project. You 
will need to link projects to specific SDGs and DAC benefitting nations. Expected benefits and 
impacts to specific DAC list countries should be clearly identified.  
 
Funding may be used to support:  

• Networking meetings with DAC partners and stakeholders to develop partnerships and 
discuss research projects 

• Interventions, workshops, dedicated training, multi-stakeholder networking sessions in 
DAC countries 

• Fees for local research staff involved in collecting research data  

• Costs associated with publications/research papers; language specific materials; 
training manuals; other academic materials  

• Small scale (feasibility or pilot) studies and trials to strengthen the evidence base for 
subsequent research activities and new partnerships with DAC actors. 

  
The fund cannot be used to purchase equipment or to cover the salaries of UEL staff or 
‘teaching cover’. 
 
To increase the likelihood of impactful work, projects should be significant: in the region of 

£20k to £25k.  

Proposals should focus on problems and potential solutions; be based on, or lead to, excellent 

research; and have a social, cultural or economic impact. Partners in the DAC country should 

have a significant co-creative role wherever possible, to promote sustainable equitable 

partnerships between our communities. Proposals that lay the groundwork for a subsequent 

bid for GCRF or other research funding will be prioritised. 

 
Award Criteria 
 
Proposals will be assessed against the following criteria:  
 

1. Appropriateness of the proposed activities with ODA principles 

• Is the proposal relevant to the UN Sustainable Development Goals? 

• Will the activities significantly contribute to the economic development and welfare of 
DAC countries?    

• Will the majority of funding be spent in developing countries?  
 

2. Alignment of the proposed activities with UEL institutional GCRF strategy  

• Are the proposed activities, outputs and impacts directly relevant to the UEL GCRF 
strategy?  
 

3.  Budget and value for money 

• Are all budget items fully justified? 

• Does the proposal represent a value for money investment in the project opportunity?  
 
 
Review process 
 
Applications will be reviewed by a steering committee chaired by our PVC Professor Verity 
Brown.  
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Applicants will be notified of the funding decision in early December 2019. 
 
An award e-mail will be submitted to each successful applicant confirming all terms and 
conditions of the allocation.  
 
 
Terms and Conditions of the allocation 
 

All GCRF activities must be completed and all goods and services received no later 

than 31st July 20201. 

Each successful project will receive a project code. Applicants will book flight tickets and 

procure other eligible items through their school following UEL procedures and charging the 

items directly to the allocated project code.  

Financial report  

You will be asked to provide a forecast in May 2020 for items you are likely to incur to 31st July 

2020. 

The University reserves the right not to approve expenditure for activities that fail to meet ODA 

requirements.  

Narrative report  

All UEL recipients of QR GCRF funding will be required to add their project data in the Vertigo 

Ventures impact tracker no later than 31st August 2020.  

Please note the university is required to report back to Research England on its use of these 
funds. Failure to do so may result in funds being clawed back or reduced/withdrawn for future 
years. 

                                                           
1 For example, all travels must take place before 31st July 2019. 


